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The Defense Department engmeered the can-
cellation of about 100 papers at a scientific cun-
ference in San Diego last month-because’ Soviet
scientists attending might .have gamed militarily ’
valuable insights, federal’ ofﬁcxals said yesterday. -

Tronically, the conference-is knowi colloquially:
as the ‘%py‘wonference after the acronym of.its.
SpONSor,- the! Society .of, ,Photo-opueal instmmen '
tauonEngufeut SPIE)ic v st v T,

Much of}&bewk ~of ociety members deals
with lasers, and the Aug. %427 conferenee imd‘
Soviet scientists in attendance. " ¢,

“The Defense Department decided w znforcea
rule,on the books for some time buf, generally not
eniforced, thxt every paper written with their sup-
port had to be cleared formally,” said George A.
Keymnh. director-of ‘the' White House Ofﬁce of .
Science and Technology Policy. =~ '

A variety of Defense Department agencm con-
tract for research in industry and universities.
Such “contracts generally have provisions permit-
ting the department to review results before pub-
lication. |

~ The Reagan admlmst:auon has shown increas- .
ing sensitivity to what it sees’as a growing prob-
lem of Sov:et acqmsxt:on of. Am_‘e‘nmn ‘technology -
and kihow. ""purposes bot.hthrough

Epying and from: open,sources. L L
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